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Abstract 
The aim of this paper was to discuss the effectiveness of value re-orientation, 
the hues and cries of concerned citizens of Nigeria about how these values have 
been eroded such as honesty, integrity, being one’s brother’ keeper and others. 
The paper showed interest in discussing secondary education for value re-
orientation, poverty eradication and national development, since secondary 
education is regarded as the bridge between primary and tertiary institutions. 
The paper equally stated that value education should be an integral part of 
other subjects in the school curricular and should not be treated as a separate 
concept. Paper maintained stated that values are mainly ‘caught’ and not 
‘taught’. Some recommendations were made such as that workshops, seminars 
and conferences should be organized for the Nigerian teachers to update their 
knowledge and skills. 

 
 
 

It is the yearnings of many citizens today to send their children/wards to school 
in order to acquire formal education which will make them better citizens of the country. 
Before this time, it is expected children must have acquired some values from their 
parents or from the elderly persons whom they must have come in contact with. These 
values are seen in the children’s behaviour and attitudes as they are expected to hand 
them down to the younger ones. One might as well ask what values are. Values are those 
things a given society cherishes that differentiates it from other societies, at the same 
time helps them adapt to other people’s culture. There is a type of behaviour one would 
exhibit and people would instantly ask whether that child came from a home. Processes 
of thinking, knowing, understanding, feelings and actions are part of these values. 
People’s actions give a clue as to what values are. Values can be defined as socially 
approved desires and goals that are internalized through the process of conditioning, 
learning or socializing and that become subjective preferences, standards and aspirations 
by any cultural group. Values are shared idea about how something is ranked in terms of 
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desirability, worth or goodness otherwise a people would not like their children to 
practice such. These days values are so eroded that if care is not taken the future 
generation might live without values to cherish such as honesty, trustworthiness, Be-
your-brother’s keeper, diligence etc. In support of this, the Special Adviser on Civic and 
Values Orientation to Rivers State Government Dr Blessing Otuya, reiterated that” Our 
Values System has so deteriorated to an extent that children do not respect their elders, 
gangsterism, proliferation of youth violence, examination malpractice, indecent dressing 
and poor attitude to work” It is the yearnings of concerned citizens that conscious effort 
should be made to reintroduce these values before they go moribund. A valueless society 
is just like a dead society where there is no norm, no planned activity and where 
everybody does his own thing with impunity. There is no gainsaying the fact that 
students of these days have no respect for their teachers, their parents and even the 
general public. This shows that something is amiss and it should be checked if this 
nation will not go into extinction. 

 In the past, an African child was noted for his obedience, subservience but 
active life, diligent, truthful and so on; but today it is a bit difficult for parents to vouch 
for their children because the tide has changed. Informal education starts from the family 
and the mother is the first teacher of the child. Families make up a community and 
communities make up a nation. If anything goes wrong in the families it makes its 
loudest noise in the community and subsequently in the nation. Before one can fix the 
societal value system, he should work hard to address seriously that of the 
family/families since the whole scenario starts from the families and makes the loudest 
noise in the society. 
 
Secondary Education as a Bridge Builder 

Secondary Education is a bridge that closes the gap between primary and 
tertiary levels of education and it is expected to play a vital role in the education of the 
child. It is expected to fill the vacuum left in the primary section of the child’s 
education. If the gap is not filled, many children might not have the opportunity of 
acquiring those aspects of knowledge including values. One must bear in mind that the 
whole enterprise of education is linked with the development of values (NPE: 2008:4) 
Each school should develop its own way of imbibing values in their teaching and such 
areas as leadership, school ethos, policy and practices, school activities and 
programmes, relationships and modelling, teacher and classroom practices, teaching of 
subjects, evaluation system and home-school–community partnership. Schools cannot 
do it alone, they need the cooperation of parents in the community to achieve their 
objectives. Healthy interactions between home and school can go a long way helping 
schools to shape the behaviour and character of pupils (Akubue, 1991). 

Values education is both parents and public responsibility but since schools are 
organized institutions they would take the major responsibility in fostering values in 
children kept in their care. This could be seen as an investment in building lifelong 

Academic Excellence  



3 

 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Academic Excellence, Volume 17 No 1, July, 2017. ISSN 2141 - 3215 

learning, promoting human excellence as well as promoting social cohesion, national 
and global unity. Boarding facilities are obtainable in some of our secondary schools and 
it is a source of bringing students closer to know more about themselves and learn to 
accommodate others’ lapses, thereby giving them holistic development as human beings 
 
Values Education-Is it Necessary? 

Schools are the micro-cosm of the society and by extension the world. The 
challenges of the world emanate from the school system, such as cultism, indiscipline, 
disharmony, stealing, telling lies, greediness, corruption and others. The current way of 
educating the young ones in our various schools needs to be overhauled because it is no 
longer serving the needs of the time. The present model emphasizes more on cognitive 
development of the students, neglecting the affective domain. Students also experience a 
lot of aggressive competitions which are unhealthy. Parents and concerned individuals 
observe that individualistic idea of excellence is promoted at the cost of emotional and 
relational skills. Many students cannot tell why they are in school; they only say that 
their parents want them to go to school and read any course and graduate at the end of 
the programme. They are not thinking of how their schooling will be beneficial to them 
and the society; nor care about the environment they found themselves. Plato in his book 
‘The Republic’ said that the mark of an educated person is willingness to use one’s 
knowledge and skills to solve the problems of society. It is really accepted that true 
education equips individuals to live peacefully, responsibly, creatively in a society 
thereby becoming agents of change. 
 
Quality Education 

When one thinks of Quality education he should bear in mind that it is 
correlated with employability and preparation for the world of work. This is in line with 
Ukeje (1966) when he averred that education is for the development of modern man, for 
scientific discovery, for political emancipation and for individual development. Quality 
education should not be treated in segmented terms or pattern but in a more holistic and 
expanded manner not in terms of number of years of schooling but the quality aspect of 
the development of individual; character-wise, skilfully and for nation building. 
Amanchukwu (2011:103) expressed that quality education and good governance are 
highly needed to bring about healthy development of a nation. Education is a powerful 
instrument to inculcate values in students, coupled with the fact that values are fast 
degenerating in the country.  

The behaviour of students, their numerous lapses in character and their general 
attitude towards things of life have a rippling effect on the society. Therefore, it should 
be well treated during secondary education so as to fill the vacuum created during 
primary education. This will help prepare for meaningful living as they embark on 
tertiary education. The quality of instruction at all levels of education shall be oriented 
towards inculcating the following values: respect for the worth and dignity of the 
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individual; moral and spiritual principles in inter-personal and human relations; 
acquisition of competencies necessary for self-reliance etc (NPE:2& 4). Akubue (1991) 
concurred that classroom plays a vital role in the upbringing of a child because it is 
where different professionals are made such as; Teachers/Lecturers, Medical doctors, 
Engineers, Architects, Geologists, Surveyors, Agriculturists and numerous other 
professions. Great effort should be made in terms of teachers’ development and 
sufficient infrastructures for effective teaching and learning and these will help to 
generate quality teaching. 
 
Values Re-orientation for Poverty Eradication 

Education is not only an instrument that helps individuals to escape poverty by 
developing skills they need to improve their livelihood, but also fuels economic growth. 
It should be understood that growth does not automatically reduce poverty but it is 
needed to sustain poverty reduction. One might as well ask what is poverty? Poverty is a 
concept that could be defined in various ways. A person is regarded as wallowing in 
abject poverty when he is unable to provide basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter. 
Poverty is deficiency or lack of something. The Encarta Dictionary defines poverty as a 
state of being poor; that is, a state of not having money to take care of basic needs. ( 
gemreportunesco.wordpress.com).  Corbett (2007) defines poverty as a condition of 
having insufficient resources or income. In its most extreme form, poverty is a lack of 
basic needs such as adequate and nutritious food, clothing, housing, clean water and 
health services. 

Sachs (2005: 20) described three levels of poverty as ‘relative’, ‘moderate’ and 
‘absolute or extreme’. Those in extreme/absolute poverty are clinically hungry, unable 
to access healthcare, lack of amenities of safe drinking water and sanitation; cannot 
afford education for some or all of the children, and perhaps lack of rudimentary shelter. 
The moderately poor may lack basic amenities such as safe drinking water and 
ventilated latrines or poor clothing, while those in relative poverty have limited access to 
cultural activities, recreation, quality health care and education and whose household 
income level is below a proportion of the average national income. 

Sen (1999, 2002) made a broader understanding of poverty in terms of social 
dynamics and as a social justice issue. Here poverty is addressed in terms of absence of 
freedom or capability to participate in economic life. This includes deprivation in the 
range of things people can do, the knowledge and skills needed to act independently for 
productivity or personal welfare consumption.   

One could see that those definitions have one thing in common and that is, lack 
of essential things in life such as food, drinking water, shelter, clothes, freedom of 
expression and others. It shows that it is a very serious matter that should be tackled 
with all energy, power and concern. The writer upholds that poverty indicates that one 
does not have, but with quality education a serious minded person can wriggle out of 
poverty and even excel to an unbelievable height.  
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Shah (2010) reiterated that Global Statistics revealed that while poverty levels 
have reduced since 1981, only China has made significant in-roads into this 
phenomenon. The latest figures indicate that there are 1.40 billion people living below 
1.25 dollar per day, which is 20 percent of the world’s population. UNESCO-UIS (2008) 
had it that literacy figures for 2008 indicate there are still 776,164 adults and youths who 
are classed as illiterate. It is very obvious that countries with the poorest literacy rates 
often have the highest poverty levels. Nevertheless, poverty is also associated with 
political instability, corruption, gender inequality. Poor life expectancy. Low nutrition 
levels, high infant mortality rates, low levels of civil society involvement and low school 
enrolment or retention rates are all associated with poverty. (Shah 2010, Sen, 1999, 
Chronic Poverty Research Center 2009). 

Julius Nyerere, former President of the United Republic of Tanzania said that 
education is not a way to escape poverty, it is a way of fighting it (UNESCO,2001). An 
educated individual ought to have acquired sufficient knowledge and skills that will 
enable him make wise decisions with regards to feeding, health, housing, turning things 
around in order to make ends meet. In this way he can conveniently take care of his 
family and even educate others to do the same. Education is translated to things we can 
do to move to the next level and things we can say so that our children including others 
under our care, will learn and practice it. Therefore, functional education should be 
encouraged in our various educational institutions so as to prepare the Nigerian child to 
fight poverty and be useful in some other areas in order to bring about development. 
 
Values Re-orientation for National Development 

Development cannot thrive where corruption has eaten deep into the fabric of 
the society. It becomes worrisome when children watch their parents exhibit such cruel 
habits of lying, intimidating others, greed; they will think that it is the best way of life. 
Development can be considered in form of economic, productivity and social 
development; corruption, greed and others can make it impossible for a country to excel 
in economic growth, production and social life. What China is today was not what she 
was more than ten years ago. They looked inwards and saw exactly what was wrong 
with her entire nation and closed all doors leaving that of education. For ten years, they 
locked themselves up, developing their manpower through sound and functional 
education. By the time other countries are engaged in importation of goods, they had 
already started massive production that they become the leading country in the world in 
terms of manufacturing Goods. 

Soyombo (2007) in his public lecture gave several reasons why education 
should be used as a tool for national development. Some of those reasons are that with 
the help of education, children would no longer die of diseases like malaria or be 
attacked by polio; conversion of Solar energy to electricity, nuclear energy, oil 
exploration and refining that results in cooking gas , gasoline, kerosene, lubrication oil, 
grease, bitumen, asphalt and nuclear weapons are all products of education. Teaching 
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history as a subject in various schools would help children read about Slave Trade, 
Industrial Revolution in Europe, World Wars, Russian Revolution, Cold War, 
Colonization and Decolonization of Africa, how Nigeria as a nation came to where they 
were before the civil war, Nigeria Failed political experiences and Civil war, Gulf War 
among others. Quality education helps children to give their own opinion and eventually 
make a safe or safer world of their own.  

Dike (2007) stated that ‘values education’ means education for character and 
moral values and it will go a long way helping the society to reposition the people and 
the resources.  Lickona (in Dike 2007 www.gamji.com), affirmed that in educating for 
character,  respect and responsibility are the two foundational moral values that a society 
should teach its citizens. Other values are seen as honesty, tolerance, fairness, self-
discipline, prudence compassion, helpfulness, courage and others. The concept of 
national development (economics, political, social) is fashioned to bring with it valuable 
and positive changes that improve the living standards of the people, as it creates 
employment opportunities, among other things. Succinctly put, economic development 
increases the efficiency of a system in the production of goods and services to meet the 
basic needs of the people in the society. The achievement of these objectives hinges on 
the character and attitude of the leaders entrusted with the management of the affairs of 
the nation.  

Amanchukwu & Ezekiel-Hart (2013:83) observed that the common challenges 
Nigerian youths face today include: “ Economic crunch; lack of job opportunities; Lack 
of apprenticeship training ( industrial training) opportunities; Unstable economy in terms 
of industrial action of various establishments (NUPENG, ASSU);  Negative social 
influences from family, neighbours, peer groups; Elite Corporate and political 
corruption.” Functional education that will make youths to acquire knowledge and skills 
could address all these mentioned above because with that, youths could be self-
employed without waiting to get employment in civil service establishments. It also 
helps them make wise decisions and not be lured into unwholesome or unhealthy 
activities.  
 
The Way Forward 

Values re-orientation should gear towards educating children for character and 
good moral values. The increasing moral problems in Nigeria today centered on 
corruption, greed, dishonesty, crimes of all sorts, political killings, drug peddling and 
use and other destructive issues. There is need for value re-orientation in the nation’s 
schools.  Children should be taught to be respectful, responsible and honest in all their 
doings. When children are honest, fair in their judgement, tolerance of one another, 
prudence in handling things, self-discipline, helpfulness, full of compassion, 
cooperative, courageous in speaking out and so on, Nigeria would be a better place to 
live in.  
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Our public schools are in a very poor state and teachers and the taught cannot 
perform wonders if the situation does not improve. If public schools are denied of 
adequate resources, effective teaching and learning will not be guaranteed, human 
capital development will be completely a mirage.  There is a linkage between ‘values 
education’ and national development. It is very obvious that all eyes are on every person 
occupying public post and if their behaviours and attitude are questionable, it then shows 
that they are sending wrong signal to the general public. 

The school environment affects the behaviour of the child and if the school 
environment has nothing to offer, it becomes worrisome to the general public hence  our 
schools should be well equipped for effective teaching and learning to take place. Every 
success is planned and executed for one to achieve it; it does not come by chance. The 
answer to qualitative education is only when our country can afford and make good use 
of the available natural resources (both human and material) we are endowed with.  
Values that Nigerians hold dear such as honesty, integrity, good neighbourliness, 
religious tolerance, family relationships have been relegated to the background; this is 
the time to stand up and say NO to our pattern of life and make a U turn.We should go 
back to the old system of asking questions when an individual donates anything to his 
community, when in actual fact one cannot see exactly what he does to earn a living. 
Nigerians should stop celebrating corruption and pay special attention to the moral 
upbringing of children. Operation catch them young should be embarked on.The Federal 
government should make political posts unattractive so as to get conscientious people to 
serve the nation. People of integrity should be voted into power to serve the country. 

Immediate development of villages should be embarked on so as to make the 
place attractive thereby discouraging mass exodus to the cities in search of white collar 
jobs. Permit me to cite the case of Anambra state where Governor Obiano and his Team 
provided street lights and good roads so people will derive joy in living in the villages 
and towns. This also attracts development of different kinds. Inhabitants and business 
people see the need to mount Solar Energy in their houses to give them light so as to 
boost their business in Anambra state.  

Furthermore, both public and private schools should keep to the rules and 
regulations designed by the government since these children live in the same country 
guided by the same laws of the land, by the same National Anthem and protected by the 
same military personnel. Monitoring Team employed by the State/Local government 
should be detailed to move round schools, unannounced to ensure that teachers are on 
duty and doing their work. This team of workers might not be ministry workers but 
could be stakeholders who are interested in making our educational institutions great. 
Policy Makers should show good example by doing the right thing and not making 
policies and at the same time flouting them. Nigeria as a nation needs leaders who would 
look inwards and know exactly what is good for the masses, what is lacking and how to 
fight it with vigor. This can only happen when leaders are self- disciplined to pursue the 
general cause instead of thinking and acting ‘me and me’ all the time. Self- sacrifice 
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should play a dominant role in the lives of our rulers and the ruled should exhibit 
maximum cooperation.  

It is pertinent that children should be rewarded for being honest and being their 
brothers’ keeper. This will go a long way educating others to say the truth and stand by 
it.  Recently, a student was disciplined at the Federal Government Girls College, Calabar 
in Cross River State of Nigeria; she quickly alerted her mother who mobilized all “DSS 
operative, who stormed the college premises, shooting indiscriminately. They flogged 
the teacher and other teachers who attempted to caution them.” (The Punch Newspaper, 
7th February, P. 4&5). Under normal circumstances, the student should be afraid of 
being reported to the parents because of the disciplinary action she would face at home. 
This time around, one would say that both the mother and the daughter are not 
disciplined at all. The mother did not show that she passed through education system 
and this values of respect, which children acquire at home is completely non-existent. 
The problem of indiscipline starts from home at times. Parents should behave 
themselves so that the children would follow suit.  
 
Conclusion 

Education for values should be taken seriously so as to maintain our cultural 
heritage. All hands must be on deck so as to achieve results. Our secondary schools 
should be a target area so as to ensure that what was overlooked in the primary 
education are properly addressed in the secondary section of our children’s education.  
 
Recommendations 
In the light of the forgoing conclusion and recommendations are made: 

1. Societal values must be brought back through the efforts of parents, teachers and 
the general public as it were in the 1950’s and 60’s when all hands were on deck. 
Moral consciousness should be brought back so that Nigerian society will come 
out of the woods in which she found herself. 

2. Parents, especially mothers, should spend quality time with their children so as to 
allow them catch enough values before they are admitted in the school system. 
They should watch out for the type of friends their children keep and what they 
do to occupy their time. 

3. Honesty should be rewarded and those whose livelihood is doubtful should not 
be recognized in our various towns and villages. 

4. History as a subject should be re-introduced in the school system in order to help 
the Nigerian child know his past and learn how to prepare for the future. 
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